[Prostate cancer test and medical reimbursement].
Until now there have been three diagnostic tests, prostate specific antigen (PSA, total PSA), gamma-seminoprotein (gamma-Sm), and prostate acid phosphatase (PAP), for prostate cancer. Recent progresses in utilization of PSA has resulted in two advanced tests, PSA-alpha 1 antichymotrypsin complex (PSA-ACT) and free PSA/total PSA ratio. Payment of each test ranges from 210 to 320 yen. The same as for other cancer tests, three tests is paid 440 yen, and four or more is paid 590 yen. To determine the cost effective choice, it is necessary to consult with appropriate urologists.